Beating the Odds
Within moments of the teacher leaving the class,
books are opened, questions are asked and notes are
pulled out. The class quickly took advantage of the
chance to cheat.
Student cheating was far more popular than study-
ing. Cheating took place not only on tests but also on
homework assignments and quizzes.
Cheating was accomplished in nearly every way
possible. The most popular way of cheating was sim-
ply by hiding notes or "cheat sheets". A close second
to the cheat sheet was simply asking a classmate a
question. Most students acquired keen ears and a tal-
ent for whispering very quietly yet clearly. Another
popular method of cheating was the passing of notes
from one student to the next, either asking a question
or explaining something on it.
Some students used less conventional methods of
cheating when necessary. Students who felt that
teachers might see them wrote on desks, hands, and
even carved "cheat pencils" for really sticky situa-
tions.
Though cheating was often an easy way out of
studying, students were very careful because teachers
would give O's or ven double zeroes to the students
caught.
Regardless of the harsh penalties, students contin-
ued to cheat for various reasons. Some cheated be-
cause they forgot to study and needed to pass. Some
cheated to help a friend.
No matter how or why they cheated, students con-
tinued to cheat rather than to study.
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